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Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken baseball rules regarding pitcher re-entry during a game are covered in Rule 0.06, 8.06, 
Re-Entry Rule And Explanation (page 11 of 2008 Rulebook).  The rules could suggest a contradiction with our 
experiences from Little League rules.  

The Babe Ruth Rulebook states a pitcher can return as pitcher after being removed as pitcher during the same 
game: 2008 Rulebook, Pg 10 -- 0.06.5 Pitching Limitations -  ...”a pitcher in the same game may start out as a 
pitcher, play another position, and return to the mound and this would still be considered as one assignment.” 

The RE-ENTRY RULE AND EXPLANATION section (middle of page 11), the last sentence of this paragraph 
and the last paragraph in the section RE-ENTRY RULE AND EXPLANATION interpretations on page 12 
specifically states that a pitcher removed due to a 2nd trip to the mound in the same inning cannot return as 
pitcher during that game. 

THEREFORE, the OPAA rule interpretation is as follo ws and applies to ALL BASEBALL LEAGUES: 
A starting pitcher , when removed from the game as pitcher at the completion of any full inning OR removed 
from the game after the FIRST trip to the mound by a manager during an inning, may return once during the 
game as pitcher.  Re-entry rules apply (Maj Am and Maj Nat - only starting players may re-enter a game; AA & 
AAA observe free substitutions). Substitution re-entry batting order rules apply (Maj Am & Maj Nat - must return 
in the same spot in the batting order; AA & AAA bats everyone).  Local league rules apply regarding mandatory 
play apply.  A starting pitcher removed from the mound by a second trip to the mound by the manager in the 
same inning may not return as pitcher during the remainder of that game (although the player can move to 
another position in the field). The starting pitcher is subject to the maximum six (6) innings pitched during a 
calendar week (Monday to Sunday). Pitching, being removed as pitcher, and returning as pitcher during the 
same inning will count as one inning toward the inning limit.  The starting pitcher must meet the requirement of 
Rule 3.05(a) (must pitch to the first batter faced.) 

A substitute pitcher , may be removed from the game as pitcher at the completion of any full inning OR 
removed from the game after the FIRST trip to the mound by a manager during an inning, may return once 
during the game.  Re-entry rules apply (Maj Am & Maj Nat - only starting players may re-enter a game). 
Substitution re-entry batting order rules apply (must return in the same spot in the batting order.  Local league 
rules apply regarding mandatory play apply. A relief pitcher removed from the mound by a second trip to the 
mound by the manager in the same inning may not return as pitcher during the remainder of that game 
(although the player can move to another position in the field). The starting pitcher is subject to the maximum six 
(6) innings pitched during a calendar week (Monday to Sunday). Pitching, being removed as pitcher, and 
returning as pitcher during the same inning will count as one inning toward the inning limit.  The relief pitcher 
must meet the requirement of Rule 3.05(b) (must pitch to the first batter faced.) �A single pitch counts as a full 
inning towards a pitcher's eligible innings. 
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